
Ethical Reasoning Rubric 
 
Use this rubric to evaluate your students' ethical reasoning. 
 
What should be done by whom and why based on what is known and what is not known. 
 
 4 3 2 1 
What should 
be done? 

Detailed statement 
of realistic actions 
for the situation 

Specific 
statement of 
realistic actions 

State an action 
related to the 
situation 

Describe a 
belief 

By whom? Multiple 
stakeholders 

At least two 
stakeholders 

Most 
important 
stakeholder 

At least one 
stakeholder 
 

Why? Reasons based on 
what is known, what 
is not known, and 
how the recommen-
dation is better than 
other ideas 

Reasons based 
on what is 
known and what 
is not known 

Reasons based 
on what is 
known from 
credible 
sources 

Reasons 
based on 
what is 
believed to 
be true 

 
 


